CD and Book Reviews 


To Hollywood and Back Royals Hockey 


PAGE 4 PAGE 3 


ROWN 


CROWN - REDEEME Rg NIVE RSITY COL L EGE 
tion 
a ve leone back COL 


PER/LH/3/.C76 
HHHE 
REDEEM FR U NIVERSITY COLLEGE §=J/ANUARY 19, 2007 


ISSUE he & 


OO LOE EA LEG DELLE ABS KE A 


PAGE 5 


REDEEMER UNIVERSITY COLLEGE LIBRARY 


VOLUME 24, 


Ll 


See a 
Sn ee aaa: 


Brandon Jorritsma 
Junior Staff Writer 


ogy morning, Tuesday, January 
9. A small group of students 


has prepared for a long cold wait 
and is now huddled up at the north 
entrance of Redeemer University 
College. To an outsider this may 
seem an odd sight, but for any 
frequenter of the campus this 
occurrence at the beginning of the 
semester is not unexpected. These 
brave souls are determined to be 
the first customers at the bi-annual 
used textbook sale. 

The book sale, run by the 
Student Life Department, is a 
great opportunity to save money 
on various course textbooks. Evan 
MacAlpine, a second-year religion 
and theology major, last semester 
got in line at 5:40 a.m. and managed 
to find all the books he needed for 
his 100 and 200-level courses. He 
saved about $170. Fourth-year Jeff 
Sieger, who is a physical education 
major, began. waiting outside of 
the school at 3:30 a.m.; although 
he found only two novels that he 
needed and one textbook he still 
saved a little over $100. Bypassing 
the book sale is not an option for 
many students since the cost of 
textbooks for one semester can 
easily exceed $500. 

What do Redeemer’s professors 
think of the high cost of textbooks? 
When asked about the increase in 
textbook prices since his time as 
a university student, Dr. David 
Koyzis, Professor of 
Political Science, stated, “My sense 
of the matter is that they have 
exceeded the rate of inflation.” 
His conjecture seems correct when 
looking at the prices of some 


Associate 


textbooks that Professor Jennifer 
Chiang, Adjunct Lecturer in Biology, 
used in her university education 


Textbook Tally 


Costs of books an issue for professors, students 


in the mid-1970s. According to 
the figures that she graciously 
provided, her textbook for an 
introductory anthropology course 
cost $12.55. The inflation calculator 
on the Bank of Canada’s website 
claims that book today should 
cost $47.06 (with an _ estimated 
purchase date sometime in 1975). A 
textbook for an upper-level animal 
physiology course at one time cost 
Chiang $16.50 and today should 
cost $61.88. Compare that price with 
the cost of the textbook for a course 
of that type offered at Redeemer: 
BIO341; Mammalian Anatomy and 
Physiology uses a textbook that 
costs $122.95—double the projected 
price! There is obviously more than 
inflation behind that increase. 

In addition to the high price of 
textbooks, the frequent publication 
of new editions also frustrates 
students. A new edition means 
that students have a more difficult 
time in selling their used textbooks 
and those who choose to buy an 
older edition will miss out on 
the. newly | published .. material. 
But are new editions being too 
frequently released? The _ three 
faculty members interviewed had 
varying opinions. Koyzis said that 
in his field of study, new editions 
are essential to keep the material 
up to date and relevant to the ever- 
changing political environment. 
Classes dealing with political 
theory, however, often require no 
textbooks at all, Koyzis said. Since 
the written material is usually very 
old, the copyrights have expired, 
allowing for the material to be 
accessed and reproduced freely, 
most conveniently online. 

Chiang doesn’t think that biology 
textbooks are published too often 
(except for BIO101). The textbook 
for BIO121 hasn’t had a new 
edition published since 2004, and 
the textbook for BIO235 was last 


The Redeemer Men's Volleyball team currently ranked 13" in the 
CCAA. Currently ranked number one in the OCAA West division, 
the Royals are 5-2. Dave Berghout, OCAA Athlete of the Week, is 
leading the Royals with 100 points. Turn to page three for a player 
profile of the varsity team captain. 


updated in 2001. 

English professors work in a field 
that does not change as rapidly 
as a science Of Social science. 
Understandably, Dr. Deborah 
Bowen is not happy with the 
frequent republication of textbooks 
used in her courses. The Associate 
Professor of English said, “It’s often 
a frustration that a previous edition 
is simply no longer available, 
though it would be perfectly 
adequate for the course.” 

Though the pumtion of new 
editions is outside of the control 
of Redeemer's faculty, professors 
still do what they can to keep 
students’ expe nses on books as low 
as possible. Bowem asserted that the 
entire English department does its 
best to keep costs down: “We often 
leave things out Gf Course packs to 
keep the price down, for instance, 


and will choose one anthology 
over another on the basis of a lower 
price.” Prof. Chiang claimed that 
price plays a role in choosing what 
text to use, but she also was quick 
to emphasize that the quality of the 
text will not be compromised for a 
lower price. In addition to paying 
attention to the prices of textbooks, 
she makes up her own lab manuals 
whenever possible, which keeps 
students from having to buy more 
costly, published ones. 

Koyzis also factors in the cost of 
various texts before choosing which 
to use in his courses. Additionally, 
he accused textbook publishers of 
deliberately concealing prices from 
faculty when they send out sample 
textbooks, hoping that a professor 
won't even think about the retail 
cost when deciding whether to 
use that particular book in class. 


“Faculty have a tendency to...look 
at the books in the abstract...but 
the price is usually not taken into 
account, because the publishers 
do not tell us what the prices 
are,” he said. Koyzis would like to 
encourage faculty to find out the 
prices of textbooks before deciding 
which one to use in class. This can 
easily be done online, he said. 
Bowen offered some consolation 
in the face of seemingly over- 
priced books. From her teaching 
experience at Ottawa University 
and L’Université de Montréal, she 
knows that “the general expenditure 
expected on course books was 
considerably higher [there] than 
here.” We ought to thank our 
conscientious faculty for taking 
into account the strained financial 
resources of their students. 


The Balancing Act 


Remember to Breathe 


driver’s seat, 
over- or under-achieving selves 
to His love, what He requires of 
us becomes much more obvious. 


—— lie 


Miki Beldman 
Special to the Crown 
a 


RK" new year often brings with 
it a raft of resolutions, often 
unspoken for fear of being held to 
account for promises broken, even if 
they were only to ourselves. We set 
goals based onnegative experiences 
of the past, and our resolution lists 
may include some of the following: 
[ will stop procrastinating and get 
those papers started when they are 
assigned. 

I will be better organized so | get 

more done, 
I will be more studious and less 
sociable. 
I will be more active helping 
others. 
I will not going to get so involved 
that | feel swamped this year. 
I will aim for straight A’s. 
I will lose Weight this year. 

[ will not spend so much money. 
However, justas gym memberships 
tend to lapse by February, so our 
litany of good intentions seems to 
slip almost as S0on as we re-enter 
normal activities after the holidays. 
So, what makes it so hard for us 


believe there is a common thread. 
Simply put, our resolutions fail to 
address the complexity of our lives 
and we tend to focus on one or 
two aspects, rather than the whole. 
More fundamentally, we start from 
a place of judging ourselves, rather 
than recognizing we are loved. And 
that, my friends, is a formula for 
failure. 

Let me unpack that a bit. Over 


the holidays I reread Brennan 
Manning’s book, Abba’s Child. 
Manning unwittingly paints 
a portrait of a person who is 


grounded for discovering balance. 
He describes our need for an 
intimate connection, a position of 
repose, with our head resting on 
our Father's chest, breathing with 
Him, in and out, totally at peace. 
In that position of total acceptance, 
being loved by our Daddy for who 
we are and not what we do, we 
can start looking at the demands 
of our lives and putting them in 
perspective. 

As Abba’s kids, we can accept 
that our physical health, feelings, 
stress levels, relationships, finances, 
academic pursuits, community 
involvement, morality, and worship 


and surrender our 


Fundamental to balance in our 
lives is an intimate relationship 
with Abba, whose son died for 
our imbalances and whose spirit 
empowers us to make healthy 
choices. 

Breathing in rhythm with Abba, 
we are better equipped to look at 
the entirety of our lives in all its 


aspects. We can make intentional 
choices, letting go of things 
that are less important. We can 


schedule, prioritize, and complete 
tasks and be as intentional about 
leisure and social time. We can 
put away laundry or be assertive 
with roommates to have some 
control in our living and working 
environment. We can eat healthily 
and exercise to keep our minds and 
body fit. We can be in the present 
and enjoy the time we are given. 
We all face challenges in achieving 
balance. Let 2007 be a year in which 
we can look back and affirm the 
changes we have made to achieve 
better balance, and celebrate the 
new things we have learned as 
Abba’s children at Redeemer. 


need to be in rhythm with the life 
breath He gives each of us. When 
we surrender our position in the 
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Don't forget, Social Justice Week runs from January 17 to 24. Keep 


an eye on the Time-Out for more details to keep our life in balance? There 


are probably @5 many answers as 
there are people on campus, but | 
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A Paradigm Shift 


Natalie Armstrong 
Editor-in-Chief 


ast year I took a course 

that changed my life 

and the way I look at the 

world, In Redeemer-ese, 
one would say I had a paradigm 
shift or my worldview had changed 
quite a bit. 

The course was Postcolonial 
Literature taught by Dr. Deborah 
Bowen and as a third year English 
student, it hit me pretty hard. The 
course explored what it means to 
be a postcolonial writer and what 
postcolonial literature is — that is, 
how a writer is distinguished after 
being a people once colonized for 
years and now no longer under 
colonial rule. We explored writers 
like Chinua Achebe, J.M. Coetzee, 
Nadine Gordimer, Thomas King, 
and Jean Rhys. 

Throughout my time in this class, 
I truly realized what it is that my 
white skin represents. My white 
skin is the symbol of an oppressor; 
one who has taken for granted the 
‘others’ of this world and, in my 
ignorance, done nothing about it. 
Flash forward a few months and | 
found myself, now, a fourth year 
student, in Critical Literary Theory 
(again taught by Dr. Bowen). For 
another semester while in this class, 
I struggled with what it meant to be 
white, Christian, middle-class and 
the negative associations that the 
world connects to each label. 

While in that class, I was also 
working on my last creative writing 
class with Professor Hugh Cook. I 
had written a poem called “White 
Shame” in which I explored the 
travesties of the past and claimed 
that I was sorry for them, but that 
it was no fault of my own. After all, 


Professor Spotlight 


Brenda 
Stephenson, 
Department of 
Psychology 


Lindsay Richardson 
Senior Staff Writer 


I thought, I had not enslaved others 
or caused oppression of minorities. 
Ignorant again. 

After Professor Cook had read 
the poem, he thought for a few 
moments, looked at me and said 
something that stuck with me: 
he asked if we aren’t still apart of 
this kind of lifestyle. Even though 
we don’t do such obvious things 
anymore, are we not still oppressing 
others by buying coffee that is not 
fair trade? By buying clothing made 
in sweat shops? By fuelling major 
corporations that exploit their 
workers with our business? 

This week at Redeemer, club 
leaders Carrie Van Dorp (Green 
team), Jared Dalton (Social Work 
Club), Esther Dillabough (H20), 
Stephanie Vander Deen (Thresh), 
along with Student Life’s Matt 
Pamplin and Chaplain Syd Hielema 
made a collaborative effort to 
organize the second annual Social 
Justice Week running from January 
17-24. 

Over the next few days, staff and 
students will have the opportunity 
to explore the issue of social justice 
and how the world around us 
needs us, as Christians, to stand for 
what is just. 

I couldn't help but be reminded 
of a verse found in 2 Corinthians 
7:10-11: “Godly sorrow _ brings 
repentance that leads to salvation 
and leaves no regret, but worldly 
sorrow brings death. See what this 
godly sorrow has produced in you: 
what earnestness, what eagerness to 
clear yourselves, what indignation, 
what alarm, what longing, what 
concern, what readiness to see 
justice done.” 

What alarm? What longing? What 
concern? What readiness to see 
justice done? What has this godly 
sorrow produced in us? 


Number of years at Redeemer: Almost six 


Favourite course to teach: This is a difficult one to answer, because I love teaching my fourth 
year seminar class on Jung. What I love most about this is that the students and I grapple 
with some difficult, often seemingly heretical, concepts and then discover that our 
knowledge of both our self and God has expanded. That is exciting. However, I also love 
teaching abnormal psychology, because the students are often so engaged in the subject. 
This semester | start a brand new course called the “Spirituality of Psychology” which 
integrates all my spiritual and intellectual loves — but I don’t know what the dynamic of 
the class will be yet, and it is this that is the real determining factor of whether I love to 


teach something or not. 


Position prior to Redeemer: | had my own private practice as a clinical psychologist in 


Johannesburg, South Africa. 


Why did you choose this career: \ think it chose me. I thought I wouldn’t pass my first year 
psychology exam, and vowed it would never get the better of me. So far it hasn’t, but we 
will see as my PhD nears completion. 


Why did you choose to work at Redeemer: | don’t think it was a conscious decision, but it 
certainly was the right one. David Benner, who had been my professor in Graduate 
School, told me about the position, and | thought that if | were to live in Canada, that is 
the job I wanted to do. I cannot articulate clearly why — but it was something I just knew. 


What are your hobbies: Reading, gardening (used to be), and Dr. Kuyvenhoven has 
introduced me to listening to stories 


An interesting experience with your career; Changing from therapist to teacher 
the most interesting and the most challenging. Now | don’t know how to identify myself 


a great delight 


As Christians, we should become 
enraged when we see the horrors 
of our world, but we should also 
be filled with compassion and the 
desire to seek justice. How do we 
do this? By being informed. By 
getting interested. By caring a little 
more about environmental concerns 
and the state of God’s creation. 
By seeing people as brothers and 
sisters instead of strangers from 
foreign lands. By knowing what 
we represent and not allowing 
ourselves to plead ignorant. But 
also, by realizing that we are not 
the saviour. 

Be willing to recognize your own 
“white shame” or North American 
shame or Western shame. It may be 
that you have lacked compassion. It 
may be that you indulge in things 
that cause others to suffer (by unfair 
wages, etc.). It may be that you 
believe yourself to be superior to 
those that need help. These are all 
problematic things. 

Whatever your “shame”, identify 
it, pray about it, and ask God 
to show you ways to break out 
of it. Seek godly sorrow. Allow 
your paradigm to shift and your 
worldview to be rocked. 

This week is the perfect time to pay 
attention to whatis going on around 
us. Get interested (get excited!) that 
the Redeemer community is holding 
a week committed to inform each of 
us about social justice issues. Let’s 
not just shrug them off and pretend 
like these things don’t happen. 
React. The Christian Reformed 
World Relief Committee’s slogan 
says: Live justice, Love mercy. 
What an amazing trend we could 
start if we all lived our lives this 
Way. 


that was 
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~ as therapist or teacher. Both are awesome and | feel privileged to have been given the 
chance to experience both. 

Most Inspirational Scripture: Psalm 51: “Lord, you desire truth in the inner 
being; therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart.” This is the Scripture that has been 
in my consulting room from my first day as a psychotherapist 


What do you do during your summer: PhD. This summer, it will be a long overdue visit to 
South Africa — I can’t wait. 


What career you wanted as a child: A speech therapist. 
Who is someone that you look up to? A mentor: I have several. The one at the moment is Ann 
Ulanov — she writes on Jung and Spirituality, and is so aware of the human condition — she’s 


wonderful. Others have been Kathleen Norris, Thomas Merton, Henri Nouwen, Teresa of 
Avila, and John of the Cross. 


Christian Graduate 


Education. 


It’s a dirty job, but 
someone’s gotta do it. 


The Institute for Christian Studies is a graduate school in interdisciplinary 
philosophy offering students a unique experience of academic community 


INSTITUTE FOR CHRISTIAN STUDIES 
Christian Graduate Education 
www. iescanada.edu 
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Hockey Hiccups 
Royals struggling 


through sub-par season 


Brendan Kooy 
Senior Staff Writer 


n the 2006-07 season, there 

has been a vast improvement 

in Redeemer varsity athletics. 

This improvement can be 
directly related to a commitment 
to professionalism and excellence. 
Over the last several years, 
Redeemer has appointed a full- 
time athletic director, recruited 
several proven coaches, invested 
money in new uniforms fora 
number of teams, implemented 
mandatory workout plan and 
even stepped up to host the 
OCAA women’s basketball 
championships. Furthermore, 
active recruitment of successful 
high school players has given 
many of the school's varsity 
programs a talent base never seen 
before. 

All of these developments 
have forced opponents to take 
Redeemer seriously. And while 
further resources and time are still 
needed in order to mold the school 
into a consistent contender in all 
programs, things are on the right 
track. 

However, within the Redeemer 
athletic community, there remains 


one program that requires 
significant consideration and 
overhaul. This program is the 


Royals hockey team 

“Under the guidance of Coach 
Ron Oppertshauser, the Royals 
have struggled to a sub-.500 record 
this season. Lacking a consistent 
offensive presence, Redeemer has 
had trouble making a dent in the 
standings of the Niagara Christian 
Hockey League and currently sits 
outside of a playoff berth. 

However, the disappointing 

season has been as much about 
off-ice issues as it has about on- 
ice concerns. Questionable roster 
decisions have led the way, in this 
respect. On_ several occasions, 
Coach Oppertshauser has felt the 
need to step in as an extra player for 
the Royals, sometimes at the expense 
of student athletes. And, while this 
may have been acceptable if the 
coach demonstrated a high skill 
level on the ice (which he has not), 
he has only created controversy 
amongst team and fans alike. 

The coach, upon being confronted 
about this, admitted that it was 
probably wrong of him to take the 
place of healthy players. However, 
he also stated that if the opportunity 
arose via injury to regular starters, 
he would not hesitate to step into 
the lineup again. Now, with Chris 


f Player Profile 


Wai ates 


Men’s Volleyball: 


Matt Groot 


Hometown: Burnaby, British Columbia 


Age: 21 
Major: Business 


Position: Libero (captain) 
Number of years on the team: 4 
When did you start playing volleyball: Grade 6 
Favourite Athlete: The Sedin Twins (Vancouver Canucks) 


Favourite Redeemer athlete: Brad Douwes; he is always intense and always gives his 


Favourite sports highlight of your own: two 2nd place finishes at volleyball provincials in 
grade 11 and 12. 


best. 


Most inspirational person: Norman Groot (my dad) 
Favourite Movie: Happy Gilmour 
Place you want to see most in the world: Athens, Greece 


What was your favourite vacation: Going to Rocky Mountain House in Alberta and 
cruising down the Saskatchewan River on a raft that me and some buddies made. 


Famous person you would want to meet: Ron McLean 


Most Inspiration Scripture: Romans 15:2-3 “Each of us should please his neighbour 
for his good, to build him up. For even Christ did not please himself but, as it is written: 


“The insults of those who insult you have fallen on me.” 


This verse in essence grabs a hold of what it truly means to follow the second greatest 
commandment. | believe that society is increasingly failing to follow this command 
and that as Christians we must dare to act differently. Jesus, himself, lived a life that 
everyday built up those around him; he didn’t let others’ views of him bring him down, 
The last part of these two verses always hits me the hardest when | read them. Itis 
important to remember that God created each human being on this earth, and when 
we insult anyone we are insulting the Creator, our Lord, who has made them. | hope 
this can be an inspirational verse that allows others to take a second and reflect on 
how they treat people within their own lives. My goal is that others will make some 
conscious decisions specifically to start intentionally building others around them up, 
and to also intentionally quit gossiping or cutting down others around them in whatever 
way that may be. | chose this verse because people who stand out as inspirational 
to me are those who demonstrate this attitude in all aspects of their lives. Dare to be 


encouraging. 


Kotan falling to a season-ending 
injury, that opportunity might come 
sooner rather than later. 

Opinions about the right of the 
coach to make such a move have 
been wildly debated. While the 
athletic department nominally 
supports the coach's ability to act 
in the best interest of the team, 
Oppertshauser has caught flak 
from the opinionated Redeemer fan 
community. Most notably in the 
online Facebook forum, fans have 
criticized his ability to lead the team 
to victory, on levels from coaching 
strategies to roster moves. 

In talking with several players, 
though, it seems that the coach has 
for the most part maintained the 
confidence of his team. Aside from 
minor setbacks, which every coach 
has, Oppertshauser seems to have 
done a good job of preparing his 


team for games and setting a good 
atmosphere and example in the 
dressing room. In correspondence 
with the coach, he astutely pointed 
out that while fans have the luxury 
of praising or criticizing at will, 
he does not. Ultimately, the job of 
leading a team to victory week in 
and week out is not an easy one, 
and is one that must be respected. 

To further account for failures 
this season, fans must look at the 
realities of this year’s situation. For 
one, the Royals came into the season 
with one of the youngest and least 
experienced teams in years. Also, 
without a dominant scorer (the 
team does not have a player in the 
top ten of the league scoring race), 
there has not been a player who 
the team can consistently turn to in 
close games. 

There is also, of course, 


the lack 


of funding of the program to blame. 
With only one practice every two 
weeks, it is not easy to develop 
team chemistry. This, coupled with 
the difficulty of playing against 
more experienced veteran teams, 
has made it hard for the young 
Royals to find their stride. 

The addition of further financial 
support to the hockey program 
would seemingly fit in line with 
Redeemer’s recent commitment 
to athletics. Being only a club 


program, though, it will most 
likely not receive any additional 
money, beyond what it receives 


now. All in all, the Redeemer 
athletic department must discuss 
how it can better accommodate the 
needs of a university hockey team. 
If nothing is done, there very well 
may be more years like the present 
in store for the Royals. 


“The thing I’m really trying to get to 
the bottom of here i 1S whether or not I 


should actually live. “ 


—william shakespeare, before he went to the Writing Centre 


then. 


Even great writers need a second pair of eyes now and 


To book an appointment, sign up at the Writing Centre or 
call ext. 4482, or email writing@redeemer.ca 


Redeemer Writing Centre 
(Room 244, near the art gallery) 
Mondays: 6:00 P.M. - 8:00 P.M. 

Tuesdays - Thursdays: 9:30 A.M. - 5:00 P.M. 


wce.redeemer.ca 


macdiv.ca 


(905)-525-91 40 ext.24401 


seminary a 
Pas tor the 


qst ye 


century 


LEADERSHIP throwg UNDERSTANDING 


Cmacdiv i 


1260 Main Street West Hamilton, ON L8S 4K1 
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Stephanie Elgersma 
Senior Staff Writer 


hen | was first approached 


about writing an_ article 
my 
attending the Los Angeles Film 
Studies 


thought I would have plenty to 


regarding experience of 


Centre for a semester, | 


write about. But when I sat down 
at the computer to begin writing, | 
was completely stuck with where 
to start 
months of 


How do you shrink four 


studying, working, 


and experiencing Hollywood into 


> 


one article? What aspects do you 


focus on—the struggle of being 
a Christian immersed in the film 
industry, the interesting and 


unique culture of Hollywood, or 
the excitement and challenge of 
studying film without having had 
any previous experience? Really, 
the only thing I could do was write 
down a few things that stuck with 
me 


now 


most about my experience 


that I am back home 


ARE in 
not 


1. Christians Hollywood 


This 


evident 


could have been more 


from the moment we 


arrived in LA. First of all, we were 


attending a Christian institution 


so everything we learned about 


making a film, critiquing films, 


and working in the industry was 
done so through the lens of faith 
and Christianity. But we were also 
introduced to numerous Christians 
who actively working in 
the 
recognizable names of people I was 
able to talk to were Scott Derrickson 
(director of Thi 
Rose, Hellraiser 


Wallace 


are 


Hollywood. Some of more 


Exorcism of Emily 


Inferno), Randall 


(writer of Braveheart, 


i 
writer/director of We Were Soldiers, 
Man in the Iron Mask), and Tony 
Hale (actor in Arrested Development, 
Stranger than Fiction), as well as 
many others that were working in 
influential positions in Hollywood 
But no matter their profession or 
their level of influence, it was clear 


from every speaker that they were 


passionate about Christ, passionate 


about the world of filmmaking 
and passionate about working 
to reconcile the two worlds in 
very real and practical ways. 
They taught me that being a 


Christian in cinema is not about 
creating films or television shows 
in a safe Christian envelope, but 
it is about being in the middle of 
the industry -- on the sets, in the 
networks, working alongside those 
who do not share our worldview. 
In this way we bring God to where 


he is not, but we also learn from 


GOT A BUDDY 
PULLING ANOTHER ALL-NIGHTER? 


are skilled 
in the art of filmmaking. And if 
we are to succeed at all in the 
film industry, we need to humbly 
acknowledge that we have much 
to learn from the the 
screen art form, film 
masters in the Christian community 
very few far between. 


non-Christians who 


masters of 


because 


are and 


_ a ”\ 


Stephanie and Joshua Jackson (the much loved Mighty Duck Charlie, and Capeside heartthrob Pacey Witter) 


2 Witnessing is about 
relationships and creativity 
As Christians working in 


Hollywood, we are acting as salt 
light im the entertainment 
industry. This does not mean 
that we need to preach at every 
wayward soul we come in contact 
with or rally to make every movie 
PG or about God in some way. 
While in Los Angeles, I learned that 
witnessing to those around you is 
about relationships, creativity, and 
being yourself. | am not saying 


and 
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““Come on down!” 


that souls for 
Christ and “reform Hollywood” 
is necessarily a bad thing, but if 
you do not get to know the people 


wanting to save 


around you, then they are never 
going to listen to you when you 
are telling them Christ. 

People in Hollywood are 
definitely open to Christianity, as 


about 


well as being open to Judaism, 
Muslim faith, New Ageism, etc. 
But while this might make it easier 
to talk about your faith, it does not 
mean that people in Hollywood 
do not hold strong stereotypes as 
well. Many in the industry view 
Christians as judgmental, narrow- 
minded, hypocritical, and mediocre 
at best, at making films. It is up to 
those working in Hollywood to 
break down those stereotypes. If 
you come across as an uncreative 
person that just talks about how 
everyone should have Jesus as their 
Savior and should stop making 
such immoral films, then no one is 
going to listen to you, and you are 
not going to get anywhere. But if 
you take the time to get to know the 
people you work with and present 
yourself as a reasonable, creative 
human being, then they might 
regard you with respect and at least 
be open to what you have to say. 


3. Films are about STORY 
This was something that was 
stressed to us over and over again. 
Everything we did concerning the 
making of films came back to your 
story. How you frame a shot not 
only depends on what looks nice, 
but how the shot best supports the 
story. In editing, each cut is made 
to move the story along in a way 
that does not chafe the telling of it. 
The music and sound are not there 
just to fill in the emptiness, but they 
are chosen carefully to enhance 
the story at the appropriate places. 
When either ceases to accomplish 
this, then the story — suffers. 

One of the most important things 
for us, then, was to have a strong 
story. In order to help us learn how 
to do that, it was required of us that 
all of our films be non-dialogue, 
with the exception of voice-over. 


This presented problems more 
than once, and I often found myself 
cursing this restriction while 


wracking my brain for story ideas. 
But it also caused me to focus on 
what I wanted to say, and made 
me appreciate what it takes to tell 
a story with film. | wasn’t relying 
on dialogue to tell my story; rather 
I told the story through the close-up 
of a character’s face, the gestures 
between a married couple, the 
beautiful colours of a flower, or 
the body language of a lovesick 
boy. This helped me learn what 
is important for not only dealing 
with my own films, but also for 


critiquing other films as well. 
4. It is possible to have 
no film experience and 
make a decent product 


»& ENTERTAINMENT 


When I came to LA, I had absolutely 
no film experience. The only things 
I had under my belt were my 
theatre experience and my love 
for all types of film. But both of 
these were of little comfort to me 
when I was thrown into my first 
project. Throughout the semester, 
[ made 4 films. Three of those films 
were made in a class called Motion 
Picture Production (MPP); the other 
in another class called Hollywood 
Production Workshop (HPW). 
MPP was the class that put you 
through the wringer. I was given 
a two hour lessen on how to work 
the camera, a two hour lesson on 
lighting, and a two hour lesson 
in editing, and then told to go to 
it. Each film we made was done 
on a three week cycle. The first 
week I would present my story, 
get feedback, and then do all the 
prep work (find locations and 
actors, make shot lists, storyboard, 
etc). The second week I filmed my 
movie (I had basically a weekend 
to do it). I then had the last week 
to edit my film, making sure that it 
was five minutes or less. | showed 
it in class, was critiqued, and then 
immediately following, I presented 
my next idea for my next film, 
starting the process all over again. 
It was nine weeks of stress, joy, 
frustration, nervousness, and fear. 
But at the end I had three films that I 
could call my own, three films that I 
never could have made prior to this 
experience, and three films that my 
professors hailed as achievements. 
In HPW, I didn’t have to make the 
film by myself; | was on a crew with 
eight other people. For this film, I 
got to experience the absolute joy 
of having something that I wrote 
be brought to life before my eyes. 
Everyone in the class (there were 
48 of us) wrote a screenplay, and 
the professors read through them 
all and picked five to be made into 
films. Mine was one of them. Not 
only was I the writer of the film, 
but I also got to be a producer on 
the crew, which gave me an active 
role in the development of the film. 
And the final product became a 
favourite for many, proving that 
my inexperience didn’t stop me 
from making a beautiful product. 
Now, I’m sure you're thinking, 
Steph, this is all well and good, 
but seriously, I want to know about 
HOLLYWOOD! The glitz! The 
glam! Did you meet any celebrities? 
Did you get to go on any movie 
sets? Let’s get to the good stuff! 
So in closing, I'll tell you a little 
of the juicy tidbits that I know 
you want to hear. One of the cool 
aspects about the programs was 
that I got to work in the industry 
three days a week at a company | 
called Film Independent (FIND). 
They run the LA Film Festival and | 
the Spirit Awards, and they wered 
also my ticket to free screenings 
each month. At those screenings L 
got to see and chat with celebs like | 
Joshua Jackson, Kerry Washington, 
James McAvoy, Emilio Estevez, 


Christian Slater, Fred Willard, and 
Jennifer Coolidge, to name a few. At 
a press conference for FIND, | was 
asked to man the greenroom for 
Felicity Huffman and Don Cheadle. 
I also got to talk to Robin Williams 
on Jimmy Kimmel Live (the show 
aired in October, but I believe the 
clip is still on YouTube), and got 
to go to a taping of “Til Death”, 
starring Brad Garrett. I also met 
Josh Groban and went to an Imogen 
Heap concert where she was two 
feet away from me. And to top it all 
off, I got told to “Come on down!” 
on the Price is Right! But did I win 
anything? I guess you'll just have to 
tune in on January 25" to find out! 


If you would like to hear more about 
Stephanie's Hollywood adventure, she 
will be presenting Feb. 1, at 4:00 pm. 

Location TBA 
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Book Review: Shackled Continent Unleashed 
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SHACKLED 
CONTINENT 


Asica’s Past 
Present and 
Future 


ROBERT GUEST 


THE INTERNATIONAL GLSTSOLLE 


Katie McBride 
Senior Staff Writer 


hen it came to Africa, | 

thought I was fairly savvy; 
then I read this book. And then | 
realized I was completely ignorant 
A month or so ago, an activist 
friend of mine, always ready and 
eager to recommend a good book, 
suggested | The Shackled 
Continent by Robert Guest. With an 


read 


interest in Africa and free holiday 
time ahead, I readily agreed. I’m 
glad that I did 

A well-traveled British journalist 
from The Economist, Guest gives a 
detailed analysis of Africa’s state 
of affairs, spiced up with personal 
travel anecdotes along the way. It 
is clear that Guest not only has a 
the 


people, but also is equipped with 


passion for continent and its 
both the experience and knowledge 
necessary to write this text well. 
Guest searches for the answer to 
the question: why is Sub-Saharan 
Africa so poor? 

In a world where every other 
continent has prospered over the 
past thirty years, despite the aid that 
has been poured into the continent, 
why has Africa grown poorer? The 
journalist systematically addresses 
a number of significant issues 
concerning Africa and its people 
While some of the problems are 
others much more 


obvious, are 


discreet. Similar to the depictions 


in the film Blood Diamond, Guest 
discusses the unfortunate effects 
of mineral resources in Africa; 


he looks at the AIDS epidemic, 


healthcare, tribalism and racism, 
the need for free trade and property 
rights, foreign aid, infrastructure 
issues, governance problems, and a 
host of other matters. 

Looking at similar issues in 
different countries, Guest gives 
many 
pertinent problems. He writes with 
wil 
complex political issues accessible 


an encompassing view of 


a great sense of and makes 
to anyone interested. His anecdotes 
certain credibility 
and bring Africa to life. Without 


sugarcoating the truth, he tells it as 


lend him a 


he sees it 
rhe 
foreign aid and why it does not 
work 1s 
challenging for those, like myself, 


author’s discussion of 


necessarily 


especially 


who are supporters of international] 


development and aid. Guest 
outlines a number of situations 
where aid has not worked, and may 
even have caused more damage 
than good. 

Foreign aid can create a sense 
of dependence, and_ without 
proper governance it simply is not 
effective. It’s difficult to know when 
it might be more helpful to simply 
back off. He does not suggest that 
aid should be cut off, but rather 
that it should be more carefully 
distributed. He proposes that more 
aid be given to countries with good 
governance and less (or none) to 
those with corrupt governments. 
This seems logical, but in practice, 
it is a difficult system of tough love 
The real problem is that without 
good governance, aid will not 
reach the people in need while 
government leaders will continue 
to live in luxury. 

This is exactly Guest's answer 
to the question of Africa’s poverty. 
Outlined at the outset of his book, 
the that 


reason for Africa’s poverty is poor 


author asserts the main 


governance. He acknowledges that 


Africa is faced with many obstacles, 
but points out other places, such as 
Japan, that have risen to power from 
great opposition. Guest recognizes 
that some African countries have 
been developing under _ great 
leadership, such as _ Botswana; 
meanwhile, other countries, such 
as Zimbabwe, have suffered under 
government with no 
economic development as a result. 
There is a significant correlation 
in African countries between their 
quality of governance and level of 
development. 

In his epilogue, Guest 
acknowledges the harsh criticism 


corrupt 


that he has faced because of these 
As he observed, 
no one likes to be blamed for their 
problems. 
conclude by absolving others of 
all responsibility to help. He has a 
great passion for the continent and 
clearly wishes for its success, but he 


assertions. has 


own Guest does not 


sees that in order for the continent 
to progress, Africa needs to take 
ownership of its problems and face 
them head on. Africans are Africa’s 


greatest asset 


CD Review: Incubus Explodes with Light Grenades 


Scott Fairley 
Senior Staff Writer 


A hallmark feature of many great 
ands is that no two albums 
sound alike. On the other hand, 
often a band will lose its audience 
by making too radical a change 
in direction between albums. The 
balance between moving forward 
artistically and keeping fans happy 
is one that no band has ever done 
successfully. For example, U2’s 


1997 Pop album is recognized as 
the point where the band’s desire 
to keep their sound fresh had 
alienated their audience. 

Upon hearing Incubus’ 2004 release 
A Crow Left of the Murder, 1 was 
that 


same. Several of their songs went 


certain they had done the 
off on angular tangents, or were 
angular to start—a major departure 
from the well-crafted but ultimately 
conventional Morning View, which 
was my personal favourite five 
years later. While the jury is still 
out regarding the impact that A 
Crow Left of the Murder had on their 
careers, it is now safe to say that the 
new sound forged on the album is 
the sound they’re sticking with. 

To really understand the depth 
of this shift, | recommend taking a 
look at their lesser releases between 
A Crow Left of the Murder and 
Incubus’ sixth studio album Light 
Grenades. Their concert DVD “Alive 


at Red Rocks” shows the band 


taking lengthy instrumental breaks, 


extended solos, improvisation, 


and new arrangements of older 
songs. The band’s overall sound on 
the DVD is loose, raw, and fresh, 
with a renewed focus on melody 
and spontaneity. Also, the band 
recorded a four-part progressive 
rock epic, “The Odyssey” for the 
Halo 2 videogame soundtrack, with 
a strong Pink Floyd resemblance, as 
well as tribal drumming and jazz 
elements throughout. 

Light Grenades, much like its 
predecessor, blends hard rock with 
a host of other sounds. The hip-hop 
influence heard on SCIENCE and 
Make Yourself is now completely 
gone. DJ Chris Kilmore is 
credited for “Turnables, Hammond 
B3, Moog Voyager, 
Mellotron, Piano, 
and Theramin,” rather than simply 
“Turntables,” as he was on previous 
releases. The addition of Bem Kenney 
as bassist has now proved to be a 


now 


Rhodes, 
Marxophone, 


major part of their transformation, 
with bass lines providing structure 
and a solid backbone to the songs, 
allowing guitarist Mike Einziger to 
experiment in a way he never did 
before. If there’s a star of this record, 
it is unquestionably Einziger. His 
playing sounds fresh and much less 
rigid than on previous records 
Musically, Light Grenades is the 
logical follow-up to A Crow Left 
of the Murder. Many songs sound, 
well, like you would expect. “A 
Kiss to Send Us Off” and “Rogues” 
are both energetic and dynamic, 


similar to “Have You Ever?” from 


Make Yourself and “Priceless” 
from A Crow Left Of The Murder 
Similarly, “Pendulous Threads” 
boasts the same jarring qualities 
as some songs from SCIENCE, 
while still sounding fresh. But 


where Light Grenades shines most 
is where it offers something new 
Album 
primarily synth-based, and sounds 


opener “Quicksand” is 
more like a Portishead b-side than 
anything Incubus have done before 
“Barth to Bella” parts one and two, 


as well as “Paper Shoes” feature 


prominent acoustic guitars and 


y Brandon Boyd. 
However, the standout track is the 


strong vocals by 
ballad “Dig,” with soaring vocals 
and dynamic playing from Einziger 
and drummer Jose Pasilas. Boyd's 
vocals are impressive throughout 
all of Light 
lyrics have 


Grenades, and _ his 


matured yet again; 
the album, like Morning View, yet 
unlike A Crow Left of the Murder, 
contains no profanity 30yd's vocal 
take 
not dominate like they once did 


the 


since 


lines centre stage, but do 


Overall, Light Grenades is 


cohesive work 
The differ 
the but 


the variations from track to track 


band’s most 


Morning View songs 


greatly within album, 


feel more natural. Light Grenades 
continues Incubus’ artistic growth, 
while still maintaining the band’s 
signature sound, as ambiguous as 
that sound may be. Ultimately, what 
you hear on Light Grenades is a band 
that finally 


with itself 


sounds comfortable 
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Top Ten Things I’ve Learned from the 
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10. Before you try to get into your vehicle, it is always a good idea to ensure 
that the door is not frozen shut, so that you don’t end up with just a piece of the ; 
handle in your hand, and no way in. Y 2 EO! View p Tools 
9. Investing in a good set of tires at the beginning of winter is necessary, even if 9 01S Help 
you think that global warming has finally arrived. 
8. The morning after an ice storm is never a good time to leave home late, since 
you'll need at least 45 minutes to scrape off your car. 
7. Driving with only the front window cleared is hazardous to your life; the 45 
minutes applies to you whether you want it to or not. 
6. Getting up for classes the moming after an ice storm is definitely not worth 
the effort. 
5. Itis never smart to park your car under a tree that is, or that may become 
heavy with ice. 
4. Pouring hot water over your car door will not melt thick ice; it will make it 
thicker. 
3. Hair dryers need longer cords in order to do their most valuable work. 
i 2. A baseball bat is never the best tool for breaking the ice on your windshield, 
Keith Groen. 
1. Itis always smart to keep the scraper inside the house; the times when you 
really need it are also the times when you just can’t get to it. 


| Brittany Goheen -Senior Copy Editor 
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GOT A FRIEND 
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